
 

 

The Honourable Christian Paradis c.p., PC, LL.B. 

 
Recognized as a results-driven figure, the Honourable Christian Paradis was 

Member of the Parliament of Canada for the Mégantic-L’Érable from 2006 to 

2015, and Cabinet Minister between 2007 and 2015, of Public Works and 

Government Services, Natural Resources, Industry and International Development 

and La Francophonie. 

 
During his tenure in office, the Honourable Christian Paradis led important files in 

Canada and at the global stage, including as a champion for blended finance 

through his leadership as Chair of the OECD/WEF Steering Committee on 

Redesigning Development Finance. 

 
The Honourable Christian Paradis did not seek a fourth mandate and he joined 

GardaWorld in January 2016 as Senior Vice President, Strategic Development, 

Protective Services. His mission is primarily to promote the benefits of public- 

private partnerships of security services. The Honourable Christian Paradis also 

co-founded Global Development Solutions (GDS) Canada Inc., an organization 

facilitating investments with social impact in frontier and emerging markets. 

 
He graduated from the University of Sherbrooke in civil law and holds a graduate 

degree in corporate law from Université Laval. He has been member of Quebec 

Bar since 1997. 

 
The Honourable Christian Paradis is member of the Queen’s Privy Council for 

Canada since 2007 and he is recipient of the Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee 

Medal (2012). He is a member of the Boards of Directors of the Chamber of 

Commerce of Canada, Canada World Youth and Canadian Wildlife Foundation. 



 

 

His Excellency, Arc Mohammed Namadi Sambo, FNIA, GCON 

 
Recognized as a visionary political figure with experiences in both public and 

private sectors, His Excellency, Arc Mohammed Namadi Sambo was the Governor 

of Kaduna, Nigeria from May 2007 to 19 May 2010 and later became Vice President 

of the Federal Republic of Nigeria from 19 May 2010 to 29 May 2015. During his 

tenure in office as Governor of Kaduna State, Sambo ran an open and responsive 

government based on principles of fairness, social justice with sound financial 

management, transparency and the guarantee of efficiency and good governance. 

He provided tools of empowerment to youths and women in the state, created the 

famous Operation Yaki, which addressed the issue of security and introduced ICT 

and e-government strategy that uplifted the state economically. He provided free 

education and healthcare for pregnant women, brought intensive agricultural 

development, developed infrastructure, rail and road transportation, cottage 

industries, improved welfare for the people and housing for all. Sambo created the 

Millennium City and addressed the issue of water supply and Energy through hydro 

and solar power; and provided access to finance for SMEs through micro finance 

banks in the State. 

 
During his years in office as Vice President, Sambo was instrumental in 

transforming the railway and transportation infrastructure for the country, the use 

of ICT and Citizen Engagement in the nation, played a key role President Goodluck 

Jonathan’s Transformation Agenda in the areas of Power generation, transmission 

and distribution; as well as in healthcare, agriculture, water supply, housing, 

education and human capital development, ICT and telecommunication. 
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As a private citizen, Sambo has three companies under his stable and they include 

Coplan Associates, Nalado Nigeria Limited and Manyatta Engineering Services 

Limited. The companies over the years acquired tremendous experience in their 

fields of specialization and are well known in Nigeria as major Engineering 

Companies through the clientele of the World Bank Assisted, Federal and State 

Government projects, as well as private organizations. 

 
• Coplan Associates, incorporated in 1982 is mainly concerned with 

consultancy services which include architectural and engineering 

services, procurement, installation, commissioning, Oil and Gas pipeline 

design and flow stations and training with particular focus to projects 

financed by international financing agencies, World Bank and African 

Development Bank etc. 

• Nalado Nigeria Limited also a company incorporated in 1998 and 

specialized in Oil and Gas Services, Water Supply & Waste disposal; 

Building and Civil Engineering; Energy (Power) Generation, Transmission 

and distribution; Air conditioning, ventilation and refrigeration, Turnkey 

industrial suppliers; and Procurement of equipment and machinery. The 

company overtime has executed quite a number of projects all across the 

nation. 

• Manyatta Engineering Services Limited was incorporated in 1998 as a 

procurement outfit mainly dealing with offshore procurements of 

Electro-mechanical items, Laboratory equipment, Hospital equipment, 

Special Vehicles, Aircrafts and Airport facilities, Service and Maintenance, 

etc. Also several projects were executed satisfactorily to completion all 

across the nation. 

 
Arc Mohammed Namadi Sambo is a Fellow of the Nigerian institute of Architects 

(FNIA) also member of numerous local and international organizations and Boards 

including member of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP); and currently the 

Chairman and Founder of the Africa Power & Development Advisors. 

 
Born in Zaria, Kaduna State of Nigeria and an architect by training, Sambo is an 

alumnus of the Ahmadu Bello University in Zaria where he graduated in 1976 with 

Bachelor of Science degree with Honours in Architecture (B. Sc. (Hons) and holds a 

Master’s degree (M. Sc.) Arc 1978. Arc Mohammed Namadi Sambo is married to 

Hajiya Amina Namadi Sambo with children. 



CHRISTIANE BERGEVIN 

President, Bergevin Capital 

Chair of the Board, Canadian Chamber of Commerce 

christiane.bergevin@bergevin.me 
 

 
A C-Suite executive with an international track record in Mergers and 
Acquisitions and Infrastructure Financing, Christiane is providing advice 
to major corporations for investments, mergers and acquisitions and 

project developments in the infrastructure and energy sectors.  

 

Since December 2016, she has served as Senior Advisor to Hydro One’s Strategy and Corporate 

Development team for the establishment of the firm’s corporate strategy and deal-making activity 

and is currently leading major proposed investments. 

 

As former President of SNC-Lavalin Capital, the dedicated financial advisory arm of SNC-Lavalin, 
and as Executive Vice President Strategic Partnerships and Business Development  for Desjardins 
Group, she and her teams have arranged in excess of $10 B in innovative infrastructure 

transactions and M&A achievements including the $2 B landmark Canada Line Light Rail Transit 
Public-Private Partnership for SNC in Vancouver and the successful acquisition of the State Farm 
Canadian activities by Desjardins.  Her project development experience extends to more than 80 

countries and encompasses the energy, infrastructure, mining, oil & gas, transport , and telecom 
sectors in addition to financial services. Christiane started her career in institutional real estate for 

Standard Life before moving on to the Export Development Canada.   

 

Christiane serves as a Director of Yamana Gold (TSX:YRI, NYSE:AUY), which she also 
represents on the Board of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce.  In early 2017, she became the 

first North American appointed to the Board of RATP Dev, the international subsidiary of RATP.  
She chairs the Audit Committee of AGF Group, a Canadian leader in reinforcing steel.  She is a 
former Director of Talisman Energy, Fiera Capital, Caisse de depot et placement du Quebec 

(CDPQ and Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC).   

 
A graduate of McGill University in Montreal (B.Com with distinction Finance/Entrepreneurship) and 

of the Advanced Management Program of the Wharton School of Business  (Philadelphia), she has 

completed the ICD Directors Education program. She is fluent in English, French and Spanish.  

 

Christiane is the 2017-2018 Chair of the Board of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce and is the 

fourth woman elected to this position since the foundation of the Chamber in 1925.  
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About CowaterSogema
CowaterSogema is Canada’s leading management consulting firm focused on 
developing and emerging economies. Since 1985, we have provided leading edge, 
innovative solutions to more than 80 countries worldwide. During this time, 
CowaterSogema has completed close to 800 projects and has developed a strong 
reputation for our ability to work with public and private sector clients to provide 
solutions tailored to the challenges faced by developing and emerging nations.

CowaterSogema works with national and private sector clients to design and 
implement large-scale projects to address development, economic and social 
challenges. With broad multidisciplinary capacity covering trade and investment, local 
economic development, natural resource management, renewable energy, water supply 
and sanitation and social service delivery including health, education and technical 
training, Cowater is uniquely qualified to support both public sector programming and 
private sector led investment.

David Baron ,  MBA

President and Chief Executive Officer

Mr. Baron is a dynamic leader, a global citizen and strategic visionary; he has 
oversight of all of CowaterSogema’s business lines and has been driving the 
company’s growth since 2006. Mr. Baron is passionate about state 
modernization and generating economic and social returns through trade and 
invetment for the citizens of the countries in which CowaterSogema operates. 
He has a keen respect for the environment, gender equality and social parity 
among peoples.

Mr. Baron identifies and leads major new project development opportunities for 
CowaterSogema with particular attention to emerging areas of growth. He has 
deep experience in guiding teams in both the government and private sector 
environments and has worked extensively in collaboration with many IFIs, legal 
firms, NGOs, nation states and private sector leaders. In his role as CEO, he 
provides executive oversight for CowaterSogema’s programming throughout 
Africa and has included direction on projects in Nigeria, Mali, Burkina Faso, 
Malawi, Zambia, Cameroon, Algeria, South Sudan and others.   He has 
extensive experience in international and trade finance, having led transaction 
teams through all stages of project and deal implementation.  

Mr. Baron has extensive work experience in Africa, Asia, Central and South 
America, Europe, and the Middle East. He graduated from the University of 
Ottawa with a Bachelor degree in Political Science and Economics and 
subsequently from Australia’s Sydney University Graduate School of Business, 
where he obtained a Masters’ degree in International Business Administration. 
Mr. Baron is Chairman of the Board of CRC Sogema and Sogema Technologies 
Inc. and an Executive Board Member for the Canadian Council on Africa.
 



 

 
 

Karlee Silver  DPhil 

VP Programs for Grand Challenges Canada 
 
Karlee Silver is VP Programs for Grand Challenges Canada. Dr. Silver sets strategy for 
programmatic investments, and enables the programs, investments and knowledge 
management staff to source, support, and transition to scale promising innovations for 
social impact. She is the senior technical advisor for the Every Woman Every Child 
Innovation Marketplace, represents Grand Challenges Canada in the International 
Development Innovation Alliance (IDIA), and is a steering committee member for mhNOW. 

Dr. Silver has been with Grand Challenges Canada since it launched, and led the process 
of selecting the organization’s prioritized grand challenges. Prior to joining Grand 
Challenges Canada, Dr. Silver trained in the laboratory of Dr. Kevin Kain at the Sandra 
Rotman Centre in Toronto, first as a Canadian Institutes of Health Research postdoctoral 
fellow, then as a MITACS Elevate postdoctoral fellow, where she helped to identify host 
responses of malaria infection in pregnant women to harness for diagnostic and 
therapeutic purposes. 

Dr. Silver received her doctorate from the University of Oxford, where she attended as a 
Rhodes Scholar and trained in genetics and immunology under the supervision of Professor 
Richard Cornall and Professor Sir John Bell. An accumulation of inspirations, including 
traveling through southern Africa after Oxford, led to a refocus towards global health. 
Witnessing both the strength of women to sustain their families and communities, and the 
vulnerability of these same women to the consequences of poverty inspired Dr. Silver to 
apply herself to improving both the condition and the position of women and girls in 
developing countries. 



Benoit Fortin 
Vice President, Development, Africa & India 
 
Benoit Fortin is a founding member of SkyPower. As Vice President of Development for 
Africa and India, he works with utilities, offtakers, site designers and engineers to ensure 
successful management and development of SkyPower projects, and leads the 
company’s South African business development.  
 
Benoit has nine years of experience in the renewable energy sector and 20 years of 
experience in managing and developing international infrastructure. Prior to SkyPower, 
Benoit led the IT functions of WebHelp Inc., a leading global BPO company, where he 
ensured the highest integrity, security and confidentiality of all systems and data, and led 
the offshore business process outsourcing (BPO) solution that enabled Global 1000 
organizations to reduce their operating costs, increase revenues and improve customer 
satisfaction. 
 
Benoit was instrumental in the creation of the industry-leading ARENA CRM technology 
platform that offered a broad set of customer communication and data management 
applications to corporate clients, including Microsoft, Rogers and AOL. 



 

 
 

Ms. Elena Vishnevskaya. Business owner. AEG Consulting. Richmond Hill, ON. 

 

Born in Ukraine, graduated in 2004 from the Donetsk State University of Economy and Trade holds 

Bachelor Degree in Marketing and Economy.  

Ms. Elena was actively involved in business development processes in CIS countries Market for Aflex 

Software, multivendor software company, where key vendors were Acronis and Parallels – leading 

technologies in back-up and virtualization systems.  

Along with Aflex Software, in 2007 she established her own consulting and service providing company 

(solopreneur) in IT and Communications industry in Ukraine.  

Since 2010 Ms. Elena permanently lives in Canada, where she operates a family owned company AEG 

Consulting, Richmond Hill. 

Major activities: Business consulting regarding international markets expansion for Canadian and 

international companies, businesses, investors.  

In 2016, AEG Consulting and Dubai Airport Free Zone Authority signed agreement, where DAFZA is 

providing support in consulting services for Canadian businesses through AEG Consulting regarding 

MENA market opportunities.  

As well, Elena receives support from UAE Consulate in Toronto and established connections with Sharjah 

Investment and Development Authority, Shurooq for Canadian companies.  

With MENA and UAE chosen as a key markets, AEG Consulting also have connections in Zimbabwe, as 

we consider Africa a very perspective market.  

Relations with Sub-Saharan Africa market and market acknowledge: Humanitarian projects, Mining 

industry research, Agriculture projects, Infrastructure construction projects.  

Ms. Elena attends major trade shows, events in the following industries: mining, manufacturing and 

technology, food and beverage, retail, international economic forums, Canada- Arab Business Council 

events and other related activities in Canada and Internationally.  

Current researches:  

- North American Franchise brands and SMB in different countries. (valuable brands, family 

owned business model, local food market, royalty paid business model).  

- TAX Free zones for International Investors + Ready to use Business Model, Canada branded.  

- EXPO 2020 Dubai. Opportunities, benefits and problems.  

- Go-To- Market strategies, different industries. 



               BRAND[TRADE]        
 
 
Tony Pigott       October, 2017. 
Co Founder: BRAND(TRADE) 
Founding Partner: Nexxustrade. 
 
Tony spent over 30 years in the Marketing industry and was CEO of J.Walter Thompson 
Canada ( JWT)  from 1999 to 2014. During his tenure, Tony founded JWT Ethos a social 
change practice and introduced the practice in the US, UK, India, China, Mexico and 
Japan. 
 
In 2002, Tony initiated a UN Partnership project between UNESCO, JWT Global and the 
Canadian Government and led a delegation to the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development in Johannesberg. He also served as Special Advisor to UNESCO Paris on the  
2009 Global Report on Cultural Diversity and Intercultural Dialogue.  
 
In 2009 Tony co founded BRANDTRADE, a Trade based Development company with a 
vision to connect small producers/SMEs with markets worldwide. The company has 
implemented go to market programs in Haiti and Peru with the support of the 
Governments of Canada and Peru.  
 
Tony is now leading the development of Nexxustrade, a globally unique business to 
business hub and e-commerce marketplace. It integrates capacity building solutions with 
a  comprehensive E Commerce system to both simplify and grow SME trade domestically 
and internationally. The vision for Nexxustrade was first presented at the APEC Trade 
Minister’s Summit in Peru in 2016. 
 
Contact:  
tonyp@globalmicrotrade.com 
 
 



 
Securing the Blended Capital, Networks, and Relationships Needed for Success 
 
 

 
 
IDEE INYANGUDOR 
Executive Partner  
GDSC INC. 
 
Co-Founder of Global Development Solutions (GDS) Canada, Idee draws from his expertise in 
international development, blended finance, public policy, and strategic communications to 
serve global corporations, governments, non governmental, and institutional clientele.  
Through GDSC Inc, Idee works tirelessly to activate client portfolios for maximum impact in 
emerging markets, gain access to key interlocutors to advance public policy goals, and shape 
global development.  Prior to GDSC, he was the Director of Policy and Stakeholder Relations for 
the office of the Minister of International Development, where he championed multi- sectorial 
partnerships and innovative financing for development initiatives.  
 
Among his most notable victories, Idee was instrumental in the creation of Convergence 
(www.convergence.finance) the first and only platform to connect public and private investors 
looking to co-invest in blended finance deals in emerging and frontier markets.  Idee also 
developed the Financing Innovation in Global Health (FIGH) Initiative (www.globalhealth 
forum.com). A global marketplace to explore new models for resource mobilization, new tools 
and channels for global health investment. 
 
Twice recognized as among the Top 100 influencing the Government of Canada’s foreign policy 
mix, Idee leverages an extensive network of international NGO, business, and thought leaders 
to develop strategic and innovative solutions, respond to complex challenges, and secure 
resource commitments.  



Hugh O’Reilly 

 

President & CEO 

OPTrust 

Hugh O’Reilly is President and CEO of OPTrust with responsibility for all of the organization’s 

operations, overseeing management of the pension fund’s $18.4 billion in assets and pension plan 

administration. 

Hugh is one of Canada’s foremost pension experts with extensive expertise in the operation and 

governance of jointly-sponsored pension plans. Before joining OPTrust, Hugh led the Pension 

Benefits and Insolvency Practice at Cavalluzzo Shilton McIntyre Cornish LLP. 

During his career, Hugh also served as senior policy advisor and Chief of Staff to a cabinet minister 

in the Ontario government, held the role of Senior Counsel at Canada Trust and practiced law as an 

associate lawyer at Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt and a partner at Torys in Toronto. 

He is a member of the TMX Advancing Innovation Roundtable and the editorial advisory board of 

Benefits and Pensions Monitor. 

In 2016, Mr. O’Reilly was the recipient of the Industry Leadership Award from the Benefits Canada 

Workplace Benefits Awards. 

He is a strong advocate for community engagement and serves as a member of the Board of 

Directors of Regent Park Community Health Centre and Chair of the Board’s Governance 

Committee. 

He holds an LL.B. from the University of Calgary and a B.A. from the University of Regina. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Baba J. Adamu  
Snr. Advisor to the Chairman 
African Power and Development Advisors (APDA) 
 
A Canadian - Nigerian with an extensive managerial experience both in private and public sector. Prior to his 
current role, Dr. Adamu served as the Senior Special Assistant on ICT to the President of Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, attached to the Office of the Vice President.  He played a key role in policy development, and led both 
national and international negotiations on ICT policies and economic issues for Nigeria.  
 
Dr. Adamu is passionate advocate for democratic governance, and has participated in international elections 
monitoring missions for Canada. Dr. Adamu holds a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering from the University of Technology 
Wroclaw Poland, Certificate on ICT & computer studies from Centennial College, Toronto Canada and Harvard 
University, USA, United Nations Certificate on Global Terrorism & International Conflict Resolution and Certificate 
on Citizen Engagement from the World Bank. He is currently the President of iNetworks Canada, and Arewa Center 
for Regional Development (ACRD). 
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